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Johnstown, PA is located in the Laurel Highlands, nestled in the western slopes of the 
Allegheny Mountains in western Pennsylvania. The breathtaking scenery and fascinating history 
offer a unique combination of fun and education. The Johnstown Inclined Plane is the steepest 
vertical, vehicular incline in the world. The view oversees the downtown city of Johnstown. 

 
The Laurel Highlands region, with its forests, mountains, lakes and rivers, abounds in 
recreational opportunities during all seasons. Three ski resorts, a dozen hiking trails, including 
the 70-mile Laurel Highlands Trail, 15 miles of cross-country skiing trails in the Laurel 
Mountains, boating, fishing, swimming, snowmobiling and additional outdoor activities are 
available. Johnstown also offers a wealth of cultural and sporting activities, including the All 
American Amateur Baseball Association (AAABA) championship tournament and the 
Sunnehanna Amateur Golf Tournament, and was named Kraft Hockeyville USA in 2015. 

 
Entertainment and historical opportunities are abundant in Johnstown and its surrounding area. 
The Pasquerilla Performing Arts Center on the campus of the University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown, is the home of the Johnstown Symphony Orchestra. Additional entertainment is 
available from the Johnstown Youth Symphony, the Johnstown Symphony Chorus, the 
Johnstown Concert Ballet and the big band sound of the Johnstown Jazz Workshop. 

 
Local theaters, with summer stock and local performers, include the Allegheny Highlands 
Regional Theatre, the Mountain Playhouse, the Penn Wood Players, and St. Vincent College 
Theater. Johnstownôs Community Arts Center caters to painters and craftspeople with 
specialties such as watercolor, woodcarving, calligraphy, and photography. The Center features 
an annual fair, Log House Arts Festival, Holly Bazaar, and Festival of Trees. 

 

The work of both local and national artists is highlighted in exhibits at the Southern Alleghenies 
Museum of Art on the Saint Francis University campus in Loretto, PA, and The Johnstown Art 
Museum. The Pasquerilla Conference Center near the Cambria County War Memorial Arena 
hosts numerous conferences, as well as city, state, and national events. In addition, the Point 
Stadium and Cambria County War Memorial Arena host sporting events and concerts. 

 
The Flight 93 Memorial where 40 passengers and crew lost their lives while stopping an attack 
on the United States Capitol on September 11, 2001 is within close driving distance.
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School of Emergency Medical Services Philosophy 

. Emergency Medical Services is a professional discipline that requires a commitment to 
humanity. The profession requires independent and collaborative relationships with many other 
disciplines in healthcare. The role of an EMS provider is based on scientific knowledge, 
technical competencies, critical thinking skills and caring behaviors. Emergency Medical 
Service education instills a sense of self-worth and brings forth patterns of lifelong learning. As 
education progresses the learner changes behavior through increased knowledge, skills, and 
competencies. The learner is an active participant in the interchange of knowledge, attitude, 
and ideas between teacher and student. Through concurrent theory and practical exercise, the 
program graduate is able to function as a caring, compassionate, competent, and 
knowledgeable Paramedic or EMT. 

 

 

Program Goals 

Conemaugh School of Emergency Medical Services 
 

1. Provides a structured educational process in the field of emergency medical services. 
 

2. Emphasizes scientific knowledge, clinical and field experience and compassion in the 
training of      pre-hospital providers. 

3. Fosters critical thinking skills through student teacher interaction. 
 

4. Enhances commitment to meeting community needs. 

 
Program Objectives 

 
The graduate of Conemaugh School of Emergency Medical Services 

 
1. Assumes the role as a caring and competent Paramedic or EMT. 

 
2. Utilizes critical thinking strategies and decision-making strategies in caring for their patients. 

 
3. Demonstrates responsibility for self-direction in lifelong learning. 

 

4. Provides care in a responsible, legal, and ethical manner.  
5. Demonstrates concern for the healthcare needs  of our community 

 

 

Administrative Policies 

The Conemaugh School of Emergency Medical Services 
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Act of 1974 as amended in 1976 (Public Law 93-380). Student records are subject for review by 
approving accrediting and financial reviewing bodies. The School reserves the right to make 
changes in any information within this catalog without notice, however, when possible, advance 
notice will be given. The School is committed to equal opportunity and does not discriminate 
against qualified persons on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, 
veteran status or disability.  

 

Curriculum 

The School of Emergency Medical 
Services follows the 2021 Emergency 
Medical Services Education Standards. 
The didactic portion of the Paramedic 
program consists of 405 hours of 
classroom instruction, which includes 100 
hours of skill laboratory time. The skill 
laboratory experience includes practice on 
mannequins, simulated scenarios, and 
innovative teaching/learning strategies to 
fine tune skill competency. The 
clinical/field portion of the program is 630 
hours. This includes rotations through 
several hospital departments as well as 
ambulance services. The total Paramedic 
program length is 1,035 hours. Upon successful completion of the program, the graduate is 
eligible to test for the National Registry EMT-P Exam. This exam also 
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Health 
 

Each applicant is required to have a pre-entrance physical health examination that will be done 
at the Employee Health Office. Students should provide an updated immunization record at the 
time of their physical that should show documentation of 2 MMR, 2 Varicella, and Tdap 
vaccines. All students are required to have blood titers drawn in order to determine immunity for 
Hepatitis B ï Hepatitis B Surface Antibody. If an immunization record is not available or up to 
date, blood titers will be drawn also for rubella IGG, rubeola IGG, and varicella IGG. Any 
vaccinations that a student will require as per the Employee Health Immunization Policy and as 
per titer results may be administered to the student and provided by the school. A ten-panel 
urine drug testing is required with a negative test result and testing is conducted by the Student 
Health Nurse. A required one or two-step PPD ï tuberculin skin test ï will be done at the start 
of the program. A chest x-ray may be required if there is a history of a positive tuberculin skin 
test or if clinically indicated. All health status examinations must be submitted prior to 
enrollment in the Conemaugh School of Emergency Medicine. The flu vaccine is 
MANDATORY. It will be available through the Student Health Nurse from October ï December. 
If a student has received the vaccine at a e-4(vacci)6(ne)3( )-4(a)13g13

A l l
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Placement Assistance 

Every effort is made to help place students/graduates in the job market. The recruiter in the 
School of Nursing provides individual guidance regarding cover letter, resume, writing and 
interviewing skills. As the School becomes aware of job opportunities, the student/graduates 
are informed. References addressing job opportunities are available via the Internet in the 
Health Sciences Library. 

 

 

Advisory Committee 

The School of Emergency Medical Services Advisory Committee consists of individuals who 
representative our communities of interest including, but not limited to: Students, graduates, 
physicians, employers, governmental officials, fire service, the public, hospital/clinical 
representatives, faculty, medical director, program director, sponsor administration and regional 
EMS council. The committee meets yearly to discuss the expectations of the program and its 
graduates. When improvements are identified that affect clinical or academic skills, the 
committee makes recommendations for action. The committee also serves as the admissions 
committee for the paramedic program 

 

Grievance 

A grievance must be initiated within 5 school days. A copy of the policy is available in the Allied 
Health Policy Handbook. The handbook is given to the student the first day of class by the 
program coordinator. The decision rendered concerning the grievance is final. 
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Quality Assurance/Improvement 

Quality Assurance and Quality Improvement for the School of Emergency Medical Services is 
done by complying with the Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center Quality Assurance Policy. 
The School of Emergency Medical Services actively participates as a member of the Education 
Council of Memorial Medical Center. The Education Council is a team of representatives from 
the Allied Health Schools and the Director of Education Programs. The Education Council 
reviews all policies, procedures, and curriculum related to the Allied Health Schools and School 
Of Nursing. The Council makes quality improvements in each program to assure the student 
receives a quality education and the public will receive competent Health Professionals. The 
Education Council meets on a monthly basis. All the representatives share ideas and develop 
ways to improve the quality of the schools. 

 

Clinical Attendance 

Assigned time for clinical experience is necessary 

ways ticulum
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Certification 

Upon successful completion, the graduate will be eligible to take the respective National 
Registry Computer Adaptive and Practical Exam, the current evaluation mechanism for the PA 
Department of Health. Testing eligibility and process is done in accordance with the National 
Registry and the PA Department of Health. 

 

Employment Potential 

It has been our experience that graduates who actively sought employment as an EMT or an 
EMT-Paramedic were able to procure it. EMT and EMT-P shortages exist in many areas of 
Pennsylvania and the United States. School of Emergency Medical Services posts and 
distributes employment information to aid in securement of employment. The median salary in 
the United States for an EMT Paramedic is $49,500 (19,710-51,370), US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, March 2023.  https://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes292043.htm 

 

Tuition and Fees 
 

Information regarding current tuition and fees is available on the school website 
(www.conemaugh.org/education) and at the Student Financial Services Office. Tuition, fees, 
and expenses are published each academic year on an estimated basis and are subject to 
change. 

 
All students will be charged per credit for tuition and comprehensive fees each semester. The 
comprehensive fees will be charged to all students enrolling in credit courses. This fee 
supports the services provided to students and covers expenses related to health, testing,

http://www.conemaugh.org/
http://www.conemaugh.org/education
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Payment Plan 
 

Successful enrollment in a payment plan requires a completed agreement, payment of a $25.00 
enrollment fee, and payment of the first monthôs payment. Additional information regarding the 
payment plan may be obtained through the Student Financial Services Office. 

 
Third Party Payments 

 

The Paramedic / EMT program is not eligible for financial aid. However, students may be 
funded through a third party. Students whose tuition and fees are funded through a third party, 
such as a business or agency, must have written documentation from the third party submitted 
to the Student Financial Services Office upon registration or by the tuition due date. 

 
Student Financial Obligations 

 
Students are responsible for payment of tuition and fees for the courses that they are enrolled in 
each semester. Failure to satisfactorily attend or complete courses does not absolve a student 
from his or her financial obligations for those courses. 

 
A $25 late fee is assessed to an account not paid by the due date. Additional late fees are 
charged in 30 day increments if balances remain unpaid. The late fees process also applies to 
students on
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